
Online parent course requests & the override process

2017 Parent Course 
Selection Evening



The Course Recommendation Process

  

Teachers make online 
recommendations in Aspen. 

Parents & students log on and see 
the recommendations. 

Students choose electives from 
the Program of Studies on the 
SHS website & enter it online.

Grade 8 students choose one 
elective and one alternate.

Grades 9-11 students choose up 
to 35 credits, every student must 
take at least 30 credits.

http://highschool.swampscott.k12.ma.us/pages
/index

http://highschool.swampscott.k12.ma.us/pages/index
http://highschool.swampscott.k12.ma.us/pages/index
http://highschool.swampscott.k12.ma.us/pages/index


THE SHS WEBSITE 
-WHERE THE INFO IS



THE SHS WEBSITE -WHERE THE INFO IS



Typical schedule

Can you see 
the different 
classes?

This block 
has 3 

courses 
spread out 
of the year

This block 
has 2 

courses 
spread out 
of the year
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Levels for courses

● Advanced Placement 
● Honors 
● Accelerated H or College Preparatory (math 

only)
● Advanced College Preparatory 
● College Preparatory



Open & look through the program of studies on 
the SHS website



All requests will be 
handled in Aspen!
https://ma-swampscott.myfoll
ett.com

Link on High School Website
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I forgot my User Name/Password!

• Use the forgot password link on the Aspen 
sign in screen or Email:
– aspensupportms@swampscott.k12.ma.us 

(ms)
– parentportalhs@swampscott.k12.ma.us (hs)

• We can reset passwords and/or remind 
you of your user name

mailto:aspensupportms@swampscott.k12.ma.us
mailto:aspensupportms@swampscott.k12.ma.us
mailto:parentportalhs@swampscott.k12.ma.us
mailto:parentportalhs@swampscott.k12.ma.us


How to enter requests
• Click on family top tab, Then side tab, 

schedule, requests



See Your Recommendations
• Your child's’ teachers have recommended students for 

core classes, exit the entry mode to view them



All your recommended courses appear as 
requests!

• Students can NOT change recommended course level unless they go 
through the override/underride process. 

•  Paperwork is available during their counselor meetings for High School 
students or in the Middle School Main Office

• Paperwork for override/underride requests due:

○ For Incoming 9th graders: April 12th

○ For current high school students: May 3rd.



Select your electives
• Click back into entry mode
• Click on the select box next to the 

electives area.



Choose a class
• From the list place a checkmark next to the class you want 

to request.  If you want an alternate course in case you 
don’t get in, use the alternate 1 and 2 drop down menu 
NEW: Use the priority box to let us know which elective is 
your first choice by numbering them. 1 is the highest 
priority, click OK when done.



POST when done

• When you are finished making your 
selections, click POST



Other Information

• Student online course requests begin March 30th and end April 7th

• Be sure to review the Program of Studies on the high school website to get 
course descriptions

• Not all requests are guaranteed. Remember to select alternatives in case you 
do not get into your first choice of electives.



Questions???
• Aspen user information: 

– Use forgot password link on Aspen sign in screen or:
– Email: aspensupportms@swampscott.k12.ma.us (ms)
– parentportalhs@swampscott.k12.ma.us (hs)

• Disagree with level placement?
– Fill out placement review form with counselor

• Trouble with requests?
– Speak to your guidance counselor

• A class that should be there isn’t
– Ask your teacher or department head
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Credits are earned only when 
courses are fully completed. Partial 
credit will not be assigned when 
courses are dropped or when 
students are removed.

If a student is placed in a full-year 
course anytime after the first 
quarter, the credits earned for that 
course will be determined by the 
principal.

In addition to these requirements, 
students must earn qualifying 
scores on the English, Science, 
and Mathematics MCAS exams to 
receive a Swampscott High School 
diploma.



Guidance and Counseling 

Rachel Sturma: A-G             Emily Barnum: H-M             Julie Mazzola: N-Z

April meetings, bring June schedules

Meetings with all students begin April 7- end 
of the month.

The process:

 Graduation requirements
 Course recommendations
 Electives
 Overriding/underriding  courses
 No add/drop period (unless under 

enrolled, or missing core course)

The goal:

 Student goals-thinking about the 
future, e.g. a potential college list, 
and/or program area

 Enrichment opportunities- STEM and 
GCC Certificate

 Our goal: challenges and success- 
develop a balanced list that fits each 
individual student



Guidance and Counseling 

Our mission is to help students develop the most appropriate, challenging, and BALANCED course load

Math:
Sophomore year: Doubling up
Senior year: CALC, 4 year requirement

Science:
Prerequisites
AP BIO/CHEM versus vs AP Enviro/AP 
Physics
DO: Talk to Ms. Yanofsky w question
DONT: Take AP US, AP Eng, and AP Bio at 
same time. Can do AP Physics senior year

English:
Honors and AP: more reading/writing
AP spring (consideration) 

Social Studies:
Lisa Green

AP Courses

- Not for everyone, something we offer
- Academic record
- Success
- BALANCE

AP presentation info online on SHS 
Guidance website


