Pamela R. H. Angelakis, M.A., M.Ed.
Superintendent of Schools

SUPERINTENDENT’S UPDATE

12/15/15

Dear Colleagues,

I hope this email finds you well and enjoying this Holiday Season. I have lots to share in this
edition of the Superintendent's Update.

As you might know, following the failed vote for the new consolidated elementary school last
fall I formed the K-12 Educational Task Force. This advisory task force is made up of
dedicated and talented administrators, parents, and community members. We met last
spring and developed a survey and also reviewed the Master Plan documents that were
developed for the school department. Your input is also important to us so if you are a
resident in Swampscott and haven't yet taken the survey please

do so at: http://bit.ly/swampscottschoolsurvey

At that point it was necessary to spend time with my Leadership Team developing our vision
for the Swampscott Public Schools. After several months and countless hours of healthy
discourse, we created a vision for what we feel is the best Educational Programming for our
students in the Swampscott Public Schools. The attached presentation was shared at both
the K-12 Educational Task Force meeting and the School Committee meeting in the last two
weeks.

K-12 Educational Vision.pdf

I have had the privilege and honor of working with Mrs. Lois Longin and Mrs. Mona
Blumstein for the last 20+ years and I am sad to report that both of these fine educators will
be retiring at the end of this school year. In the last several years, I have had the
opportunity to work even more closely with both Lois and Mona and I will miss their
counsel, friendship, and professionalism on a daily basis. I wish them well as they both
begin the new adventure of retirement. I will be posting Lois's position in the coming weeks
and I made the recommendation at the December 3rd School Committee meeting to appoint
Mrs. Martha Raymond as Director of Student Services beginning July 1, 2016.

High School Principal, Mr. Edward Rozmiarek has been put on administrative leave until
further notice. For legal reasons the district cannot discuss the details of Mr. Rozmiarek's
leave. Currently, Swampscott High School is being led by both Mr. Frank Kowalski and Ms.
Lytania Mackey.

We were most fortunate to partner with the District Attorney's Office to provide Anti-Hazing
Education to our football teams and coaching staff as a result of the incident in the fall. On
December 8th, Dan Lebowitz provided this training at Swampscott High School and below is
a partial profile:

Dan Lebowitz has served as the Executive Director of the Center for the
Study of Sport in Society since October 6, 2008. He is the third executive



director in Sport in Society’s 26 year history. Lebowitz’s tenure has seen a
wide spectrum of work, from a partnership with the NFL around sexual
harassment prevention to a solidified position as one of the most sought-
after resources for capacity-building and leadership education to sport and
social change organizations. During his time the Center has done primary
violence prevention work with Major League Baseball, the military, the
Boston Police Department and other community engagement entities
involved in positive youth development and normative culture change. He
has been referenced in print, television and radio media across the country
including Newsweek, The New York Times, The Washington Post, and
ESPN in discussions about the role of sports in promoting inclusion and
social responsibility.

« As many of you know, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approved a plan
for transitioning to a next-generation MCAS test. As part of the plan, districts that
administered MCAS in grades 3-8 in the spring of 2015 have the opportunity to administer
MCAS again in the spring of 2016, or may choose to administer PARCC in grades 3-8 only.
Swampscott has chosen to administer the paper-based PARCC tests in the
spring of 2016 for the following reasons:

1. Districts that choose to administer PARCC instead of MCAS in grades 3-8 will be "held
harmless for any negative changes in their school and district accountability levels.” The
“hold harmless” provision does not apply to high schools, which all continued to
administer MCAS. The grades 5 and 10 Science Technology and Engineering test will
remain MCAS.

2. We would like to give our students the opportunity to become familiar with the format
and question designs of PARCC and become comfortable with the expectations.

3. We would like to give our students and staff a “year’s breather” from the anxiety and
pressure they often experience around the administration of high stake testing.

+ The Clarke School Handicap Accessibility Project has been delayed yet again. Completion
date has now been pushed out to January 4th. Please see the updated timeline attached.
Clarke Building Renovations Timeline.pdf

* Finally, a shout out to Mrs. Paula Anderson, Literacy Specialist at Clarke School. I had the
privilege of observing a Balanced Literacy lesson Paula taught with Kindergarten students.
Great job, Mrs. Anderson!

Follow us on Twitter @sps01907
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K-12 Educational Vision

November 12

Who is the Leadership Team?
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Why Grade Level Consolidation?

Educational Programming
Early Education Center PreK-
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Educational Programming
Early Education Prek- 2
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QUESTIONS?
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